
Divine Providence, St. Francis of Assisi, 
Holy Apostles, St. Katharine Drexel

Parishes

Third Sunday of Advent
December 11, 2022

Advent Season at St. Francis Catholic



Pastor
Rev. Michael Casey



Parochial Vicar

Rev. Eduar Gutierrez



Deacons
Alan Bielawski

1010 Slater Rd.,
New Britain, CT 06053

Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 

9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.



Tel: 860-224-2411
Fax: 860-224-6838

Email: parishoffice@stfranciscatholic.org
www.stfranciscatholic.org

ONLINE GIVING IS EASY!
Visit www.stfranciscatholic.org. Click "Donate"
button to bring you to the main donation page. 
 Enter your donation amount on the left and on
the right is the “Give to” box. Click on the arrow
and choose the parish you wish to donate to.
Powered by Parish Giving.

Please join our email notification system which
alerts parishioners to changes or cancellations in
scheduling due to inclement weather or other
unforeseen events. This will be the primary way
to communicate to our parishioners. To opt in,
email your request with your full name and email
address to: notification@stfranciscatholic.org
Please note: We do not send texts and cannot
make phone calls.
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Divine Providence Parish at 
St. Joseph Church

195 South Main St.
New Britain, CT 06051



 Holy Apostles Parish at 

St. John the Evangelist Church
655 East St.

New Britain, CT 06051
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
1755 Stanley St.

New Britain, CT 06053
 

St. Katharine Drexel Parish at 
St. Jerome Church

1010 Slater Rd.
New Britain, CT 06053

 
SATURDAY VIGIL

4:00p.m. at St. Jerome
 

SUNDAY
8:00a.m. at St. Francis
9:00a.m. at St. Joseph

10:00a.m. at St. Francis
11:30a.m. at St. Jerome

 
DAILY MASS

8:00 am Monday – Saturday at St. Francis
6:00 pm Monday-Friday at St. Francis



Confessions

7:30-7:50 am Monday – Saturday at St. Francis
5:15pm-5:45pm Monday-Friday at St. Francis

3:30-3:50 pm Saturday at St. Jerome



Adoration
5pm-5:45pm Monday-Friday at St. Francis



St. Andrew, St. John, St. Peter and St. Maurice 
Churches are no longer used for regular Masses.

Prayer Line
In need of Prayers? Please Call Mary M. at our 
Prayer Line between 2 and 4pm 860-225-3890




EMAIL NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
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Saturday, December 10
8:00 am: St Francis: Special Intention
4pm Vigil: St. Jerome: +Dorothy Dube

Sunday, December 11
8:00 am: St Francis: +Karol Bandzi
9:00 am: St. Joseph: +Luc Morin
10:00 am: St. Francis: +Barry White
11:30am: St. Jerome: +Laurette Tanguey

All weekday Masses are at St. Francis:



Monday, December 12
8:00 am: Pro Populo
6:00 pm: +Joseph Liudzius

Tuesday, December 13
8:00 am:  +Charles Poppel
6:00 pm: Intention of the Celebrant

Wednesday, December 14
8:00 am: +Souls of Purgatory in Honor of the 
                        Sacred Heart
6:00 pm: +Nancy Bradley and Family

Thursday, December 15
8:00 am: Intention of the Celebrant 
6:00 pm: Intention of the Celebrant 

Friday, December 16
8:00 am: Intention of the Celebrant
6:00 pm: Special Intention

Saturday, December 17
8:00 am: St Francis: +Steve and Mary Gadzik, Stanley
and Eleanor Gadzik and Dorothy Gadzik
4pm Vigil: St. Jerome: +Lucien and Lucien jr Paradis 

Sunday, December 18
8:00 am: St Francis: Intention of Celebrant
9:00 am: St. Joseph: +Paulo Fisicaro
10:00 am: St. Francis: +Mario John Caggiano
11:30am: St. Jerome: +Lionel Lecour

To Schedule a Mass. please call the Parish
office, located at St. Jerome at 860-224-2411

November 20, 2022: $ 10,591.35
Catholic Campaign For Human

Development: $1,539
This amount includes the basket, 

mail in and online donations. 
Mass Attendance for the weekend

of November 20, 2022: 641
Thank you to all who support our parish.

*Due to the earlier submission deadlines for the
bulletin as the holidays approach, the Count and
Collection figures will be published as soon as they
become available.

Please be advised, there will only be One
Collection on Christmas Day. All weekly and

Christmas Donations should be put in the same
collection basket.

November 27, 2022: $ 10,769.50
This amount includes the basket, 

mail in and online donations. 
Mass Attendance for the weekend

of November 27, 2022: 596
Thank you to all who support our parish.
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Ladies' Guild Christmas Party 

The Ladies' Guild will be hosting a Potluck
Christmas Party, Tuesday, December 13 at St.
Francis from 12:30pm-3pm. Anyone Attending is
asked to bring their own dish, hors d'oeuvre or
dessert, hot or cold, to share. There will also be a $10
grab bag event. Anyone interested in participating is
asked to bring a gift to contribute. The Ladies' Guild
will be collection baby items to donate to ABC
Women's Center. Please be sure that any baby gift
donations are unwrapped and placed in a gift bag. 

Please RSVP to Lisa at the Parish office with what
dish you will be bringing for the event. Hope to see
you there!

Ever wonder where to look for information about our
faith, our church, the Saints, or the Sacraments? Now
you can find informational videos, movies, and even
podcasts all on ‘FORMED’ a website that our Parish has
purchased access to. To utilize FORMED, go online to
www.signup.formed.org You will be asked for Parish
Organization, type in St. Francis of Assisi Church, in the
drop down menu select St. Francis of Assisi Church
1755 Stanley St New Britain, hit ‘next’ and then type
your name and email address. It is that simple! Please call
or email DRE Karyl Beloin for help or with any
questions.

karyl@stfranciscatholic.org or 860-224-2411 Ext 105

FORMED

If you are interested in helping with 
one or more of the following needs of the parish by:

• Welcoming people to Mass
• Assisting with needs during Mass

• Greeting people as they leave
• Getting the church for the next Mass
• Helping with social events after Mass



Please contact the parish office. Thank you!

Hospitality Ministers needed

Many people go to confession in preparation for
Christmas. This is a very good practice. The absolute
minimum is to go to confession once a year, around
Easter (either in Lent or in the Easter season). But
living by the minimum is no recipe for success. 
 Many people make a second trip for confession to
get ready for Christmas.  While not required, it is a
very helpful way to prepare ourselves to welcome the
newborn Christ. To accommodate that many people
may want to get to confession before Christmas we
will offer an extra 2 hours for confession from
10:00am - 12:00pm on Christmas Eve at St.
Francis Church. This will be the last opportunity
for confession before Christmas.  With the
preparations for the vigil Mass, we will not have the
3:30pm -3:50pm block that day at St. Jerome before
Mass. 

But there is no need to wait until Christmas Eve (and
I mean, who wants to spend Christmas Eve morning
waiting in line in church for confession). We offer
confession every Monday-Saturday from  7:30  am-
7:50 am and every Monday-Friday from 5:15 pm-
5:45 pm.  Make use of the time before Christmas if
you want to go to confession this season.  

Additionally, it is better to go to confession
frequently, not just once or twice a year.  Often I
couldn't tell you what I had for lunch a week ago,
never mind what sins I committed seven months ago!  
It is much less stressful to get into the habit of
frequent confession.  Maybe every month, or even
every two weeks.  In this way, it is easier to remember
what areas we fall short, to take some deliberate
practical steps toward improvement, and to check in
again in a few weeks.  This turns the whole practice
from a dreaded annual recap to a frequent targeted
attempt at growth, acknowledgement of failing, and
regular encounter with the unconditional mercy of
God.  

Notes from Fr. Casey
Third Sunday of Advent



Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor
Patron Saint of contemplatives, mystics, and Spanish poets

1542–1591

                                                    Saint John was born into poverty and so was no stranger to need. He was raised by his   
                                                    mother and the Church after his father died at a young age. These two mothers imparted to  
                                                    his mind a solid formation in Catholic doctrine and to his soul an ardent love for the Lord
Jesus. John was ordained a priest for the Carmelites in 1567. He loved solitude and contemplation and so considered
entering the strictest of Orders, the Carthusians. But holy people cross paths, and a chance meeting with Saint Teresa 
of Ávila redirected John’s vocation. Teresa’s combination of charm, intelligence, and drive were difficult to resist, and
John fared no better than most. He quickly joined her project to recapture the original purity of the Carmelite Order.
Many customs had attached themselves to the Order over time like barnacles on a ship. Now was the moment to scrape
off the barnacles. John set out to found new, reformed Carmelite houses and to reinvigorate existing ones.

The reforms John and Teresa implemented were practical. The monks and nuns were to spend more hours chanting
the breviary in common, to do more spiritual reading, to spend more hours in silence, to practice contemplative prayer,
to abstain completely from meat and to endure longer, more radical fasts. The reformed Carmelites eventually became
known after their most noticeable change. They strictly adhered to the Carmelite Rule’s original prohibition against
wearing shoes. So by the time they were canonically established as their own Order, distinct from the historic
Carmelites, they were called the Discalced, or Shoeless, Carmelites.
Credits to:https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-year/14-december-saint-john-of-the-cross-priest-and-doctor--memorial/

December 11 at 2pm
at St. Francis Church 

Join us for Eucharistic Adoration, Holy Rosary,
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Investiture of Brown
Scapular and a blessing of a 1st class relic of St.
Faustina. 

Our Lady of Fatima 
Holy Hour 

Nothing prevents two Christians from praying
together. In itself it is a good thing to pray
together before going on a date. The best thing
would be if you go to a church and make a visit to
the Blessed Sacrament together. 

Credits to: https://www.catholic.com/qa/pray-together-before-dating

QA& Pray Together 
Before Dating?

The Catholic Faith is not about myths or legends symbols
or literary devices. It's about an encounter so
overwhelming that you want to tell the whole world. It is
an encounter with Jesus Christ. Throughout history the
call of Christ has sent people to the corners of the earth
with a message of great joy, a message that has built
civilizations, inspired cultures, and even sent some to
prisons and to their graves. 

We have the same call - that's the New Evangelization.
This documentary series, Bishop Barron's Word on Fire,
continues the story of CATHOLISM and explores the
Church's mission and the challenges of contemporary
culture. With the original CATHOLISM series, Bishop
Barron took us on a journey around the world deep into
the Faith. Now, experience this Faith in action in
CATHOLISM: The New Evangelization. Please come and
join us Mondays at 6:30PM at St. Francis School to
explore our faith and traditions. 

CATHOLISM: 
The New Evangelization



Photos of the Week
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BINGO
Monday Evenings 

 St. Jerome Church Hall
1010 Slater Rd., New Britain

Doors open at 5pm
Games begin at 6:30pm

*New Location*
Sunday Afternoons
 St. Joseph School

195 South Main St., New Britain
Doors open at 11:30pm

 Games begin at 2pm

We are most eager to help anyone who is unable
to join us at Mass because of illness, handicap or
age. Any parishioner in need of anointing of the
sick or sacramental care at, assisted living, hospital
or care facility, please call the Parish Office at 860-
224-2411 and we will be happy to arrange a visit.

Pastoral Care Ministry

Vocations
God is calling men to the priesthood. 

The Office of Vocations can help you hear God’s voice
and discern His will for your life. If you think God is
calling you the time to act is now! To talk about a
priestly vocation, contact Fr. Michael Casey, Vocation
Director, 860-761-7456.

Do you know someone who is ill, has lost a loved one or
is struggling with difficult life situations and could use
some comfort? If so, please consider giving them a
blessed prayer shawl. There are many colors to choose
from. Please stop by the parish office if you would like
one. The prayer shawls are given at no charge.

Prayer Shawls

Top Right Photo: 
St. Francis decorated 

for Advent
Bottom Right, Left and
Center photos: 'Coffee

and' at St Francis  



St. Joseph's Food Pantry
 Tuesdays 9:30 am - 10:30 am

Cereal 
Peanut Butter 

Pasta
Pasta Sauce

Instant Oatmeal
*Jelly

*Canned soups 
*Canned Fruit

*Canned Vegetable
Canned Meat/Tuna

Instant Potato and Rice Mixes
Raman Noodles
*Mac and Cheese

Snack Items: cookies, Crackers, etc.
 

Monetary donations and gift cards are also
accepted. Donations may be brought to any of 
our open church buildings. Thank you for your

generosity! In special need of stared(*) items 

AA Meetings
Wednesdays at 7pm 

St. Francis Church basement
Fridays at 7pm  
St. Joseph School

(Spanish speaking group) 
Saturdays at 7pm 

St. Jerome Church Hall

A local, trusted and confidential pregnancy
resource center:

8 Concord Street, New Britain, CT 06053
 

Call to make an appointment for a free pregnancy
test, ultrasound, parenting class, post abortive
support or the D.A.D Program: 

860-344-9292
 

Office is open: Tuesday-Thursday, 10:00 am -
5:00pm and Friday, 10:00am - 3:00pm

www.abcwomanscenter.org

9013 Saint Francis Catholic, New Britain, CT (I)                         John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Our beautif§l neighborhood cemeter® off ers a variet® of burial options - cremation lots, f§ll burial lots
and a columbarium for cremation. Our staff  is available for preplanning including lot purchases, 

sale of memorial markers and preneed burial t¢§sts to help f§nd all burial costs. 
Providing compassionate, caring and knowledgeable ser©ice.

580 Elm Street, Rocky Hill,CT 06067
860-529-3381

www.rosehillmemorialpark.com

Wouldn’t your business look 
GREAT here?

To advertise call 
800-333-3166 ext. 161

or visit www.jppc.net

United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 
BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your 

email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828

to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Mallory’s
Army

Foundation
700 Middletown Avenue, North Haven        203-239-2557        www.ccacem.org
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205 South Main Street, New Britain, CT 06051
Offering St. Joseph’s Parishioners Affordable Funeral & 

Cremation Services at Half the Cost.
Save Thousands with us without losing quality professional 

service, personal attention & meeting all your family’s needs.
Your Friends Next Door

860-223-1043 • www.LuddyandPetersonFH.com

Mr. Gene’s Beauty Salon
271 Clinton St, 

New Britain, CT 06053
860-223-4014

Chair Rental Available
For More Informaiton Call Julianne at 860-223-4014

Subject to terms & conditions. Allstate FIre & 
Casualty Insurance Co © 2019 Allstate Insurance Co.

Auto Claim Satisfaction 100% Guaranteed only from Allstate

Andrea Z. Liberno
860-232-6381
17 Oakwood Ave
azlagency@allstate.com

The Compassionate Bridge to Wellness
Providing Short Term Rehabilitation 

Therapy and Long Term Care
50 Pulaski Street
New Britain, CT 06053

Phone 860-229-0336
Fax 860-229-3252Sponsored By The 

Daughters of Mary of the Immaculate Conception

Rosaries From Flowers
“Handmade from the 

Flowers of your Loved One”
841 MAIN STREET

TEWKSBURY, MA 01876 
www.rosariesfromflowers.com

(978) 851-9103

St. Lucian’s Residence
Senior Living with Assistance

860-223-2123 • www.stluciansresidence.com
Private Furnished Rooms • Meals • Security

Supervised Medication & Bathing
Social Activities • Daily Mass

Gardens & Grounds • Air Conditioned • Laundry

N  B  M  
D  D. S  F  H

Serving our Community for 120 years
444 F  A

(860) 229-0444
Se Habla Espanol

www.NewBritainSagarino.com

Bringing Hospitality to Healing
24/7 Skilled Nursing Care • Short & Long Term Care

World Class Therapy • Secured Dementia Unit400 Brittany Farms Road
New Britain, CT 06053

www.AutumnLakeNewBritain.com
860.224.3111 READERS’ POLL

BEST OFBES
20

OFST O
0000021

Volunteers Needed to Teach English as a Second Language
No teaching experience needed. All books & training are provided

INTERESTED? Call Nancy Rodriguez, 860-348-0622
Siena Learning Center

ADULT LITERACY: A MINISTRY OF THE DOMINICAN SISTERS Providing support and encouragement in a welcoming safe place
29 Edson St., New Britain  • www.sienalearningcenter.org

You’ll have 
that Riley 

Smiley Face.

860-225-1534
www.RileyPlumbingCompany.com

Kamil Andrukiewicz
OWNER, BROKER, Top New Britain Real Estate Broker

Licensed in CT & MA

D: 860-402-8517 • O: 860-505-8796 
kamil@newhausct.com • www.newhausct.com

278 Broad Street, New Britain, CT 06053
Contact us for all your Real Estate needs

Shawnna Kelly
Realtor

860.841.4642 | shawnna@salcal.com
www.ShawnnaKelly.com

185 West Main St., New Britain

Gift Shop & Workshop
New & Vintage Catholic

Local & International Artists
Hand-Crafted Items

Inspirational and Classic Books
Curated Estate Pieces

Uplifting items to strengthen your heart 
and mind, home and family.

(860) 914-8226(860) 914-8226
www.TheDomesticMonastery.comwww.TheDomesticMonastery.com
200 Waterville Rd., Avon, CT 06001200 Waterville Rd., Avon, CT 06001

Commercial Fleet Vehicle Servicing • Certifi ed Emission Repair Facility • Motor Repair & Sales
Ph: 860.224.3532 • Fax: 860.827.1214 • www.CeglarzMotors.com 

581 West Main St., New Britain, CT 06053

Specializing in European Vehicles 
while also providing top service on 

Import and Domestic Vehicles.

BURRITT HILL
FUNERAL HOME

332 Burritt Street
New Britain, CT 06053

860-229-9021
www.duksa.net

NEWINGTON
MEMORIAL

20 Bonair Avenue
Newington, CT 06111

860-666-0600
www.duksa.net

Celebrating Moments, Cherishing Memories, Honoring Lives®

HOME OIL DELIVERY
https://springbrookiceandfuel.com/           860-225-6491

Estate Plans
Elder Law • Probate
860-229-0369

www.esmlaw.com

LAW OFFICES OF
ERICSON, SCALISE & MANGAN, PC
Building Relationships Since 1945

Robert A. Scalise, Jr. | Stephen L. Mangan | Kristen Lynn

Funeral Services • Pre-Planning
Monuments • Veterans

860-225-6361
www.carlsonfuneralhome.com

PORTOFINO’S
“A fi ne Italian Restorante Including Takeout”

Open 6 days - closed Tuesdays
Available for private parties

860-826-6374 • www.portofi noct.com
246 New Britain Rd., Kensington

TMFABER
Have you found

MTM

33 Fern Street, New Britain
860-229-1331 • www.marziflowers.com

For more information contact 
Kelly Esposito, Enrollment 
& Marketing Director 
at 860-828-4343 x113 or admissions@stpaulkensington.org
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